!8                              BOOTS AND SADDLES.
the main camp and assign the companies to their places. Later on, when the most important work was done, our tents were to be pitched. While I sat on a chest waiting, the air grew suddenly chill}7*, the bright sun of the morning disappeared, and the rain began to fall. Had we been accustomed to the climate we would have known that these changes were the precursors of a snow-storm.
"When we left Memphis, not a fortnight before, we wore   rnnslin  gowns  and  were  then   uncomfortably warm; it seemed impossible that even so far north there could be a returned winter in the middle of April.   We were yet to realize what had been told us of the climate—that there were " eight months of winter and four of very late in the fall."    On the bluffs beyond us was a signal-station, but they sent us no warning.   Many years of campaigning in the Indian Territory, Kansas, Colorado, and Nebraska, give one an idea of what the weather can do; but each new country has its peculiarities, and it seemed we had reached one where all the others were outdone.    As the afternoon of that first day advanced the wind blew colder, and I found myself eying with envy a little half-finished cabin without an enclosure, standing by itself. Years of encountering the winds of Kansas, when our tents were torn and blown down so often, had taught me to appreciate any kind of a house, even though it were built upon the sand as this one was.    A dug-out, which the tornado swept over, but could not harm, was even more of a treasure.   The change of climate from the extreme south to the far north had made a number